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meant to report the virtues of the prophet’s household especially those
of Imam ‘Ali, the history of forty hadith collections devoted to the
virtues of Imam ‘Ali, definition of terms “Sheikh” and “Sahabeh”.

In the third section, the attempts made by scholars regarding the book
will be discussed; the scholars after him tried hard to keep and
safeguard the book until the present time. Here, the transmitters of the
book, the chain of narrators through which other scholars narrated the
book, commentaries written on it, Farsi translations of the book,
appendages of the book, manuscripts of the book, revisions and
amendments done on the book, list of scholars who took advantage of
the Hadiths and Isnads and the methodology of the book and the way
‘Allame Majlist used the book, are some of the issues that will be
discussed.

In the fourth section, a glance will be taken at the book and its features
and distinctions will be identified under four different “Notes”. In
these notes some issues such as “Purports of the Hadiths”, “Masters”
of the author that he mentions in the book, “Companions” from whom
he has narrated Hadiths, and finally his “Sources” will be discussed.
Some have claimed that Shaikh Montajab al-Din wrote his book using
forty sources; here we will inspect this claim.

“Introduction” will be ended with a conclusion which contains “two
Notes”

“First Note” will concern the “Book’s Appendages”. In some of the
manuscripts of the book after mentioning forty hadiths, and fourteen
anecdotes, there are some other anecdotes which have been attributed
to Shaikh Montajab al-Din. We have mentioned them as “Book’s
Appendages”

In the “Second Note” we will discuss different manuscripts and our
method in revising and editing the book. The book has been edited
using nine manuscripts and one printed version. Then, extracting and
commenting on Hadiths and anecdotes of the book will be explained.
To sum up, this version will present the revised text of the forty
Hadiths, fourteen anecdotes, and the appendixes. Also several indexes
are included. We hope our attempt may be rewarded by Allah and the
readers may find it useful.



available now is the present work titled: “Kitab al-'Arba‘in min al-
'Arba ‘In fi Fada'l’Amir al-Mo 'minin”’

About the book

Shaikh Montajab al-Din in his book: “Kitab al-’Arba‘in min al-
*Arba‘in fi Fada’el ’Amir al-Mo’minin” has collected forty Hadiths
about the virtues of Imam ’Ali (A.S.). He has narrated each Hadith
from one of his master, from one Prophet’s companion. The master
and companion of each Hadith are different from others and he has
really done a good job.

*Arba‘in book has been described as a really valuable book which
testifies the mastery of the author in Hadith science and is a guideline
to his masters.

The author, first narrates forty Hadiths, then mentions fourteen
interesting anecdotes with full isnad all about the virtues of Imam *Al
(AS)).

About the revision
Here we present the book “al-’Arba‘Gn” with a new revision and
editing along with a long and lengthy introduction. The introduction is
organized in two chapters and a conclusion.
In the first chapter of the introduction, the author and his personality
has been fully covered under ten different sections: his teachers and
masters, the admiring sentences quoted from other scholars about him,
his biography and scientific trips, date of his death, his works and
books ... are completely explained.
In the second chapter, the book and its features have been extensively
discussed. This chapter includes four sections.
The first section contains ten divisions which are devoted to ten
essential issues concerning the book. Some of these issues are:
authenticity of ascribing the book to the author, the exact title of the
book, praises of the scholars about the book, the cause of writing the
book, the date of writing the book, anecdotes about the book,
reviewing the *Arba‘nat attributed to the author and etc.
In the second section, some of the terms and expressions related to the
book are discussed and explained. For instance, subjects like: the
importance of number “forty”, definition of “Hadith”, the history of
compiling forty hadith collections, commentary on the prophetic
Hadith, saying: “Anyone from my nation who maintains forty Hadiths
.” and explaining this fact that the forty hadith collections were
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About the author

Abu al-Hassan ‘Ali Ibn ‘Obayidillah, known as “Shaikh Montajab al-
Din al-Razi”’ was born in ibn Babivayh family; a pious and scientific
family whose ancestor was Sheikh Sadiq. He was born in 1111 in a
town called Rayy and was surely alive until 1204 and probably died in
1214 or 1219 and possibly was buried in one of the cities in Iraq.
Sheikh Montajab al-Din al-Razi has been admired by both Sunni and
Shiite scholars for his merits, qualification and great struggle to gain
knowledge and collect Hadiths. He was a student of many Sunni and
Shiite masters (sheikhs) and got permission in transmitting Hadith
(ijazah) from them. His identified master’s sum up to around 165.
Among his masters (shaikhs) we can name Abii ‘Ali Tabarsi; the
author of Majma‘ al-Bayan (d. 1186), Shaikh Abi al-Futiih Razi (alive
up to 1157) and Shaikh Sadid al-Din Himmasi (alive up to 1204).
There are several well-known Sunni and Shiite scholars whose honor
is to be his student. Burhan al-Din Hamdani Qazvini (alive up to
1216) and the great Shafei jurist; Shaikh ‘Abd al-Karim Shafit
Qazvini (d. 1226) who was highly respected, are a few of his students.
He was an author and compiler of many works some of which have
already been missed. One of his works is a book titled: “Kitab al
Fihrist asma’ ‘Olama’ al-Shia va Mosanifithim”, “the book including
a list of Shiite scholars and authors. This is the book by which Sheikh
Montajab al-Din is now known. In this book he introduces about 500
of Shiite scholars and writers, a feature which makes his book a really
precious source for researching about Shiite community (especially in
Qum and Rayy) in 12" and 13" centuries.

Risalat al-‘Ograh”, is one of the books attributed to him which is about
the limitation or vastness of the time for performing compensatory
prayer when it is missed. In this book he criticizes the legal views of
Ibn IdrTs, the Shiite great jurist. The author of Riyad al-‘Olama’ (d.
1722) regards this treatise as one of the best works written in this
subject.

Also he had a major book titled “Tarikh al- Rayy”, which is missing
now, but some of it was cited by Ibn Hajar ‘Asqalani (d. 1448) in his
lisan al-Mizan.

Another book attributed to him which is missing now is a book titled:
Kitab al-’Arba‘un’ Hadithan fi Sharh Hadith Salman al-Farst”

Another book attributed to him is: “Kitab al->Arba‘un Hadithan fi al-
Ruba‘T ‘an al-’Arba‘in. One of his most important works which is
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The Hadith and the prophet's words have always had a special value
for all Muslims and Muslim scholars have made great efforts to
maintain and then transmit this legacy to later generations. One
common genre in Hadith literature which drew Hadith experts’
attention and contributed to the maintenance and transmission of
Hadith was the creation of a certain kind of books called “’Arba‘inat”
(forty Hadiths collections). This tradition has its roots in the Prophet’s
word; as it has been frequently narrated from him saying: “Anyone in
my nation who maintains forty Hadiths, Allah will resurrect him in the
Hereafter, while all his sins will be forgiven and the Prophet will
intercede for him.”

Although Sunni and Shiite Hadith experts have written different
“’Arba‘inat” about various subjects such as law, morality, theology,
etc., it is interesting that based on what has been narrated from
Muhammad ibn idris Shafet and ’Ahmad ibn Hanbal the real intention
of the Prophet in his advice was to encourage Muslims to narrate the
reports including the virtues (Fada’el) of the Prophet’s household
(’AhlulBayt) and in particular those of Imam ‘Al (A. S.).

One of the best and most innovative forty-Hadith collections which
was written in the Islamic world and drew the attention of Muslim
scholars, is a book called “Kitab al-’Arba‘in ‘an al-’Arba‘in min al-
’Arba‘in fi Fada’el’ Amir al-Mo’minin” written by Shaikh Montajab
al-Din al-Razi; one of the greatest Shiite scholars and Hadith experts
in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.

Since, late ‘Allame MajlisT took advantage of this book while writing
his Bihar al-Anvar and relied on it as one of his sources, ‘Allame
Maijlist Library decided to edit and publish it. We are now publishing
this book as the 19th book in the "sources of Bihar al-Anvar " series.
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