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autonomy, and economic well-being - which they describe informally as “life, liberty, and property”. I
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[2]- Alexander Wendt : op cit « collective self-esteem refers to a group’s need to feel good about itself, for
respect or status. Self-esteem is a basichuman need of individuals, and one of the things that individuals
seekin group membership.”
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[1]- Parag khanna : Neo-Medieval Times, in good politics review december 2008. “The nation-state has
just about passed away in terms of exclusivity. Now, when people talk about countries and international
relations, they have to acknowledge that what they’re talking about is, at best, a particular slice of what’s
going on in the world, and is not at all representative of the entirety of what’s happening. But there are
some exceptions. When you look at China, you don’t exactly say that it is disappearing as a state. When
you look at the financial crisis, all of a sudden, the United States is more of a state than ever. It has
decided to take over practically the entire financial-services industry.”

[2]- parag khanna : op.cit. “The key principle is overlap. Many people think that because a company isn’t
a country, it falls beneath some jurisdiction. But more and more companies fall into all jurisdictions
and under none at the same time, because all they do is regulatory arbitrage. They just move around
wherever is best for them. Why did Halliburton go to Dubai? Changing this would never work because
globalization is more powerful than any one country. Globalization creates perpetual, universal
opportunities for nonstate actors to exploit. And governments can’t control globalization. No one can.”
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[1]- paragkhanna ; breaking up is good to do, foreign policy, January 13,2011. “This growing cartographic
stress is not just America’s challenge. All the world’s influential powers and diplomats should seize a
new moral high ground by agreeing to prudently apply in such cases Woodrow Wilson’s support for
self-determination of peoples. This would be a marked improvement over today’s ad hoc system of
backing disreputable allies, assembling unworkable coalitions, or simply hoping for tidy dissolutions.
Reasserting the principle of self-determination would allow for the sort of true statesmanship lacking
on today’s global stage.”
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[3] - Kenichi Ohmae : End of Nation State, the rise of regional economies, Harper Collins Publishers,
1996, p, 5.
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[1] - Kenichi Ohmae : The Next Global Stage, Challenges and Opportunities in Our Borderless World,
Wharton school publishing, 2005, chapter four.
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[1]- Cf. E. Fromm, Beyond the Chains of Illusion (1962a), p. 9.
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[1]- Cf. Fromm, Arbeiter und Angestellte am Vorabend des Dritten Reiches. Eine sozialpsychologische
Untersuchung, 1980a; English edition: The Working Class in Weimar Germany. A Psychological and
Sociological Study, London: Berg Publishers, 1984
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[1]- Fromm, Beyond the Chains of Illusion (1962a).
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[1] - See Kant: Critique of pure Reason & Hegel: Phenomenology of Spirit.
[2] - See: George Soros: Open Society. 2000. Little. Brown and Company.
[3] - See: Quine: Word and Object. 1960. M.I.T press.
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ici du concept de «surmodernité» ou d’un concept que certains penseurs
occidentaux ont parfois désigné comme « méta—modernité » ou parfois
« hyper-modernitéy. Il est bien courant que ce concept est étroitement lié
aux concepts et notions qui I’ont précédé et se rapporte a la modernité et
au—dela, ainsi qu’aux développements cognitifs qui les ont accompagnés
au fil des siécles. Nous allons donc constater que le chercheur a passé en
revue les définitions de la modernité dans le contexte de I’enracinement de
la notion de « surmodernité» qui constitue le sujet de cette recherche. I
a constaté que ce concept est, en matiére et en application, une méthode
scientifique dont I’objectif est défini dans I’accomplissement de I’extréme
connaissance des choses et de la société humaine plus précisément.

Dans la méme rubrique se trouve un article préparé par le comité de
rédaction qui traite les concepts de modernité et de postmodernité par une
définition académique et une analyse historique, et la définition du sens de
chacun d’eux dans le cadre des domaines cognitifs dans lesquels ils sont
utilisés.

ko k%

9- Dans la Rubrique « L’espace des livres » : Nous publions un article
analytique sur un livre intitulé: «La situation de la postmodernitéy, qui est une
recherche sur les origines du changement culturel dans le monde occidental
rédigée par le chercheur américain David Harvey. Cette recherche a été
présentée et analysée par I’écrivain Khodr Ibrahim Haydar qui a indiqué
les idées les plus importantes en les désignant comme état postmoderne,
et en les qualifiant de phénoméne réaliste contemporain dans la civilisation
mondiale, et occidentale en particulier.
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cognitif de la notion de « I’occidentalisme ». Selon Hanafi, cette science a
vu le jour dans la confrontation a I’occidentalisation qui s’est étendue non
seulement a la vie culturelle et a nos perceptions du monde, mais s’est
propagée aussi au mode de vie quotidien, a I’architecture et aux aspects
de la vie publique.

Dans le deuxieme article des «textes revus », nous trouvons une lecture
par le penseur et historien américain Crane Brinton sur la philosophie des
Lumieres et ses multiples notions.

Brinton a déclaré dans sa lecture : « Le changement dans I’attitude
de I’homme vis—a-vis de I'univers et de tout ce qu’il contient, c’est la
transformation et le passage de la félicité chrétienne métaphysique dans le
ciel aprés la mort a la félicité rationnelle naturelle sur cette terre ». Il a par
ailleurs expliqué la fagon de réaliser la grandeur de cette transformation en
commengcant par la doctrine moderne trés basique qui est celle du progres.

Le troisiéme article de cette rubrique est du penseur égyptien défunt
Abdel-Wahab El-Messiri intitulé: « La philosophie des Lumiéres et ses
contradictions ». Dans cet article, EI-Messiri indique que le mot «Lumiéeresy
est devenu recemment le mot clé dans le discours politique et philosophique
arabe. Il observe que les définitions des Lumiéres dans la littérature arabe
sont des définitions d’ordre trés général, telles que: «le droit de la diligence
et de la différence» et «le courage de busage de la raisony et «aucun
pouvoir sur besprit que le pouvoir de I’esprit ».

LR

8- Dans la Rubrique « Le monde des concepts », nous trouvons une
recherche approfondie par le professeur Hassan Ajami, professeur de
philosophie islamique & I’Université de I’Etat de I’Arizona aux Etats—-Unis,
ou il traite le concept de «la surmodernité » comme un moyen scientifique
dont I’objectif estd’atteindre [’ultime savoir dans les connaissances
contemporaines.

Dans cette recherche du «monde des concepts », Ajami aborde un
nouveau concept qui est encore peu utilisé au sein d’environnements
intellectuels et académiques spécialisés en Occident, de méme que dans
certains environnements qui s’intéressent a la pensée et la philosophie
politique contemporaine dans le monde arabe et islamique. Nous parlons
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imitation de I’orientalisme » est du chercheur et historien libanais Walid
Noueihed dans lequel il aborde le cas de I’occidentalisme comme étant un
équivalent négatif de I’orientalisme occidental.

Et parce que I’orientalisme venu de I’Occident et recu a I’Orient est
un mouvement historique lié a I’évolution des différentes époques, sa
compréhension a été différente et mitigée et ses textes ont reflété des
contradictions. Il existe donc plusieurs mouvements orientalistes et pas un
seul mouvement, et plusieurs « occidentalismesy et non pas un seul.

— De son cété, le chercheur iranien le professeur Reza Davari Ardakani
a redigé un article intitulé: «Observations sur la possibilité de connaitre
I’Occideny dans lequel il expose les éléments du développement cognitif
de la théorie de « I’occidentalisme » comme un domaine scientifique qui
manque dans nos sociétés orientales bien que nous en ayons grandement
besoin. Dans le cadre de cet article, I’auteur tente de démontrer les
conditions nécessaires au lancement d’un projet oriental islamique intitulé
«I’occidentalismey. Mais il appelle par ailleurs a la nécessité de distinguer
entre I’occidentalisme dans le sens que nous lui donnons, et les tentatives
fragmentées et superficielles de connaitre I’Occident.

— La quatrieme recherche dans cette rubrique a été rédigee par la
chercheuse égyptienne Najla Makkawi, intitulée: «L’occidentalisme forcé
— Dans le débat sur I’acculturation entre centre et périphérie» dans laquelle
elle fait noter que le débat sur la culture en tant que mouvement, concept
et structure est lié a la nature des relations entre les sociétés occidentales
et les sociétés non—occidentales qui lui sont « affiliées ».

L I

7- Dans la rubrique « Textes revus », nous avons choisi trois textes de trois
des plus grands penseurs de I’Europe, I’Amérique et le monde islamique.
Chacun d’entre eux a traité a sa maniere le concept de la philosophie des
Lumiéres et de son association avec les problématiques de I’interaction
culturelle entre la pensée arabo-islamique et la pensée européenne
moderne. Ces articles en question ont été rédigés respectivement par le
penseur égyptien Dr. Hassan Hanafi, I’historien américain Crane Brinton,
et le penseur arabe défunt Abdel-Wahab El-Messiri.

Nous pouvons lire dans I’article du Dr. Hassan Hanafi un enracinement
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sa culture et sa politique sans pour autant donner beaucoup d’exemples.
Selon Iauteur, ceci est di au fait que la stabilité de son statut fait qu’il n’est
pas besoin d’un grand nombre de preuves.
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5- Nous avons attribué la rubrique « Témoiny a I’introduction d’une
personnalité intellectuelle qui a de la présence et de I’influence a une
échelle culturelle spécialisée, ou a I’échelle mondiale, ce qui est le cas d’un
nombre de savants et penseurs musulmans et occidentaux qui ont influencé
la civilisation humaine par leur travail, leur connaissance et leurs théories
scientifiques. Dans ce numéro, nous mettons I’accent sur le philosophe et
psychologue ameéricain d’origine allemande Erich Fromm, en examinant sa
biographie et ses transformations intellectuelles et émotionnelles a travers
ses ceuvres et écrits.

Nous avons entre nos mains deux collaborations pour couvrir la biographie
de Fromm. La premiére a été rédigée par le théologien et philosophe
allemand Rainer Funk qui est spécialisé dans les ceuvres de Fromm et qui
fat ’'un de ses disciples, et la deuxiéme par le chercheur Ahmed Faqih,
spécialiste de philosophie occidentale.

6— Dans la rubrique « Forum de I’occidentalisme », nous trouvons
quatre recherches étudiant «I’occidentalisme » comme un concept et une
pratique historique.

— La premiére recherche du penseur iranien le professeur Ahmed
Kilati Sadaty intitulée « Le monde islamique et la science critique de
I’occidentalisme ». Cet article vise — comme I’indique I"auteur — a faire
une évaluation critique de «la science de I’occidentalisme = science de la
connaissance de I’Occident », basée sur le terrain culturel et historique dans
les sociétés musulmanes. Selon I’auteur, les données disponibles indiquent
que « I’occidentalisme = science de la connaissance de I’Occident » est en
général un énoncé positiviste critique anti—orientaliste. Tandis que I’aspect
critique de cet argument est spécifique aux pays islamiques, qui prennent
une position prudente vis a vis des autres, pour prouver leur identité et la
maintenir. Ce qui distingue le plus le discours de « I’occidentalisme » de
celui de « I’orientalisme », c’est qu’il est un moyen défensif beaucoup plus
qu’un moyen offensif.

— La deuxiéme recherche intitulée «L’occidentalisme négatif comme
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du rapprochement entre les valeurs morales et la révolution technologique
qui sévit les débuts du XXle siécle.
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4- Dans la rubrique « Cycles de la Controverse » nous trouvons trois
articles : Le premier est une introduction a une approche pour la critique
de I’Occident, une lecture dans les études de Sayyed Mohammad Baqger Al
Sadr par le chercheur irakien Mazen Al Mtouri, le deuxiéme est un article du
philosophe et penseur politique francais Alain de Benoist intitulé «Critique
de I’idéologie libérale ». Le troisiéme article est du chercheur et professeur
américain de sciences politiques a I’Université de Princeton Jan—-Werner
Mdller intitulé « L’échec des Intellectuels Européens » et enfin le quatrieme
article est du chercheur marocain Abdelali Al Abdouni intitulé: «Critique de
la structure constitutive de I’existant anglo—saxon — modeéle de la these
culturelle américaine ».

— Dans le premier article, le chercheur irakien Sheikh Mazen Al Mtouri
aborde les problématiques de la critique de I’Occident dans la pensée arabe
islamique moderne en se basant sur I’un des projets de critique les plus
contemporains. L’auteur a ainsi pris des études et des ceuvres de critique
de I’érudit M. Mohammed Baqger Al Sadr un domaine cognitif pour élaborer
une introduction systématique pour critiquer les composantes de I’esprit
occidental.

— Dans le deuxiéme article, Alain de Benoist affirme un nombre de
jugements réalistes dans le cadre de sa critique de I’idéologie libérale dans
ses modes traditionnel et postmoderne. D’apres lui, le libéralisme est un
mot problématique méme en termes de sa reconnaissance, et ceci est dl
au nombre élevé d’interprétations que les époques de modernité ont connu
a partir du XlVe siecle jusqu’a nos jours.

Alors que dans I’article de Jan—-Werner Miller intitulé « L’échec des
Intellectuels Européens », nous trouverons des accusations audacieuses
adressées aux intellectuels européens d’échec dans le regain de confiance
de I’Europe en elle-méme. Une telle accusation découle, comme nous
allons le voir dans cet article, de I’ébranlement qui a ravagé I’Europe suite
a des crises successives.

Le quatriéme article du chercheur marocain Abdelali Al Abdouni tente
d’aborder I’approfondissement anthologique américain et de responsabiliser
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Tandis que dans le dialogue entrepris par le chercheur iranien Hamid
Zareh avec le philosophe iranien islamique Sayyed Hossein Nasr, on
trouve une critique de la sécularisation qui a transformé I’Occident en une
civilisation sans ame.

3- Dans le Dossier intitulé « Quelle connaissance produit I’Occident ? »
... nous trouvons les recherches et les articles suivants:

Le philosophe politique francais Edgar Morin a écrit un article intitulé:
« Crise de la connaissance : Comment faire face a la complexité du
monde ? » dans lequel il traite une question extrémement importante qui
est le débat actuel dans les sociétés européennes occidentales sur ce qui
est connu comme « la crise de la connaissance .

Le sociologue libanais Dr. Khalil Ahmad Khalil a publi¢ un article intitulé

« L’émerveillement des musulmans face aux défis de la rationalisation
et de la mécanisation ». Dans cet article, il vise a enraciner le phénoméne
de I’émerveillement intellectuel dans lequel ont sombré les intellectuels
arabes et musulmans au début du siecle dernier quand ils ont regu le choc
de la modernité provenant de I’Europe a travers la colonisation directe
parallelement au mouvement de I’orientalisme.

Le chercheur sénégalais Doudou Diene a écrit un article intitulé « La Crise
Identitaire du Monde Occidental » dans lequel il parle des symptomes de
la crise d’identité et d’appartenance dans les sociétés du monde occidental
et les images qui les refletent au niveau de la relation avec soi d’une part
et I’attitude de soi envers les autres proches et moins proches d’autre part.

Le professeur universitaire libanais Souheil Farah écrit a propos de «La
modernité occidentale mondialisée », exposant sept enjeux culturels
auxquels le monde occidental est confronté a I’ére de la mondialisation.
L’auteur fait allusion dans son article au fait que le monde a bére de la
modernité et bien au—dela est dans un état d’aliénation de soi qui se reflete
par un manque de confiance dans le présent et dans I’avenir, et qui fait que
la civilisation planétaire semble vivre dans un climat de tremblement de terre
massif.

Le penseur latino—ameéricain Julio Olalla traite I’une des questions les
plus problématiques qui contrélent les changements du mouvement
intellectuel contemporain en Occident qui n’est autre que la problématique
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Le premier numéro pilote de la revue trimestrielle « L’occidentalisme »
comprend une série de recherches et d’articles spécialisés qui
s’inscrivent dans le cadre de la stratégie cognitive qui répond aux objectifs
visés par cette revue trimestrielle.

Dans ce qui suit, nous trouverons des présentations sommaires des idées et
visions les plus importantes inclues dans les thémes de ce numéro.

1- L’éditorial du premier numeéro écrit par le rédacteur en chef principal, M.
Mahmoud Haydar, a été consacré au but de la publication d’une telle revue
trimestrielle et aux objectifs qu’elle vise, a partir d’un enracinement cognitif
du terme « occidentalisme » comme étant « la science de la connaissance
de I’occident », et d’un examen de cette science avec une vision cognitive
critique. L’éditorial a de méme présenté les motifs qui ont poussé I’autorité
de tutelle du projet a donner a la revue le titre de « L’occidentalismey.
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Quant aux thémes et aux recherches inclues dans ce numéro, ils ont été
insérés selon I’ordre des rubriques comme suit :

2- Rubrique « Entretiens »: Cette rubrique comprend une entrevue
avec le philosophe francais Marcel Gauchet et une autre avec le philosophe
iranien Sayyed Hossein Nasr. Dans le dialogue avec Gauchet, mené par
le chercheur Mathieu Giroux de la revue Philitt, se trouvent des réponses
a une série de problématiques que la pensée occidentale contemporaine
est en train d’expérimenter, spécifiquement celles qui concerne le trés
complexe triangle de communication entre la religion, la modernité et la
sécularisation.



Editorial

Le deuxiéme axe: Apprendre les approches et les politiques adoptées par
bOccident vis— a-vis de hOrient et des sociétés islamiques en particulier, afin
de révéler un grand nombre de réalités et de dissiper les illusions qui ont
occupé la pensée arabe et islamique pour une longue période de temps.

Le troisiéme axe: Ceci est|’axe de la critique qui a trois facettes: La premiére
facette: Une critique des valeurs de la pensée occidentale et leurs
répercussions au niveau intellectuel sur bintelligentsia arabe et islamique,
et une exposition des mécanismes d’occidentalisme négatif qui en résultent...

La deuxiéme facette: Une critique de bOccident par hOccident Ilui-
méme a travers la sélection et la traduction en arabe de textes écrits par les
philosophes, les intellectuels et les chercheurs occidentaux sur les questions
qui refletent la situation de leurs sociétés et les transformations débattues dans
ces sociétés dans différents domaines.

La troisiéme facette: Une critique de bOccident par les élites arabo-
islamiques, en partant de leur connaissance du milieu et de [I’histoire
occidentaux, et leur tentative d’imiter la créativité de I’Occident.

En conclusion

Nous ne prétendons pas apporter au lecteur une question qu’il est lui—
méme incapable d’aborder, mais nous sommes certains que nous travaillons
dans une zone de vide qui ne cesse de s’élargir au fur et a mesure que
les relations de la force avec la faiblesse deviennent plus ambigles,
que les intéréts s’entrelacent avec le monde des valeurs, et que la pensée
civilisationnelle atteint un niveau inférieur aux politiques quotidiennes. C’est
pour cette raison que nous croyons que seule une connaissance équitable de
I’Occident pourra mettre fin a la logique de domination et redonner a
la civilisation humaine contemporaine son équité et ses horizons spirituels et
moraux. Pourrons—nous réussir cette tache?...

Ceci est une question qui nous a été posée avant de commencer la
préparation de ce numéro. La réponse reste néanmoins hypothétique tant
que nous sommes au début de notre parcours. Ce que nous avons fait,
c’est prendre la tache au sérieux.

Et Dieu est pleinement conscient des pensées les plus profondes
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monde islamique est une pensée produite par I’émerveillement, élargie
par la traduction et consolidée par bhégémonie, puis approuvée par des
élites importantes de nos sociétés qui butilisent comme un moyen pour
comprendre soi et les autres, ainsi que le monde autour d’elles.
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Ce qui nous a poussé a choisir bappellation « occidentalisme » comme titre
pour exporter notre projet intellectuel est cette tentative de créer un autre cadre de
communication civilisationnelle avec »Occident, ou la supériorité, la dépendance
et la contrainte sont inexistants. Un tel contexte nécessite, a notre avis, une
transformation fondamentale qui mene a rompre les liens de dépendance
cognitive avec hOccident, puis a chercher a lui ressembler en se basant sur
le principe de la connaissance libre et équilibrée. C’est a partir de ce principe
que bidée d’«occidentalismey comme projet intellectuel sérieux commence a
prendre forme. Et, partant de ce méme principe, il est possible de développer
une approche de travail a travers laquelle «’occidentalisme » peut acquérir une
dénotation positive, c.a.d. que le trajet de hoccidentalisme que nous envisageons
va — par le biais de la connaissance et de la critique créative — au—dela des
parcours de subordination intellectuelle dont les répercussions négatives se font
encore sentir depuis cing siécles aprés la naissance de la modernité. « Aller
au—dela » signifie ici surmonter les obstacles historiques laissés par le parcours
de la modernité occidentale quand il avait fondé I’équivalent arabo—islamique
sur ses mots et visions sans pour autant lui conférer haspect positif de son
avancement et de sa nouveauté. Cet équivalent a par conséquent atteint un tel
niveau qu’il devint occidentaliste dans tout ce qui est en rapport avec le monde
des concepts, des idées et de I’innovation... Et parce que hoccidentalisme négatif
avec cette signification et ce trajet est devenu hautre facette de horientalisme
négatif, bintelligentsia arabo—islamique a perdu son essence, son identité et son
caractére particulier et s’est trouvée déficiente, voire incapable de produire une
compréhension alignée avec hépoque quelle vit.
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Pour illustrer son objectif, ce trimestriel adopte une méthodologie intégrée
basée sur Dhactivation de trois axes paralléles et interdépendants:

Le premier axe: Se familiariser avec les sociétés occidentales tel qu’elles
sont en réalité, en restant au courant de leurs développements scientifiques,
intellectuels, culturels et politiques, grace aux savoirs que les élites de ces
sociétés ont a offrir dans le cadre de leur analyse des questions et des
problémes quelles vivent au début du XXle siécle.

bl



Editorial

De ce qui précede, il est possible de discerner I’objectif que le Centre
Islamique pour les Etudes Stratégiques se fixe par la publication de cette
revue trimestrielle, a savoir : créer un espace cognitif intellectuel critique
et créatif a méme d’engendrer une communication équitable entre I’Islam
et I’Occident. En téte des questions que nous avons décidé de traiter
dans I’espace indiqué est celle d’aborder [>)Occident sous un angle qui
va au—dela des approches auxquelles les élites arabes et islamiques sont
habituées, en particulier en ce qui concerne la fagon dont les valeurs et les
connaissances de I’Occident sont traitées, que ce soit en termes de pure
imitation de ces valeurs ou en termes de leur refus complet.
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La décision dutiliser une telle approche découle de la nécessité de
dissiper hambiguité qui s’est accumulée dans la conscience arabo-islamique
a travers plusieurs générations de contact avec la modernité occidentale
dans ses formes cognitives et coloniales. Cherchant a accomplir cette
tache, nous espérons développer une théorie de la connaissance qui fixe de
nouvelles régles pour comprendre les piliers et les perceptions sur lesquels
besprit occidental est basé. Ceci ouvre la voie a répondre a la question
sur un Occident qui a produit toutes sortes drarts, de valeurs et d’idées et
nous a apporté en méme temps des types illimités de violence, d”>invasion
et de guerres durables. En outre, hun des éléments les plus importants
qui ont encouragé ce projet intellectuel est la révélation du fait que les
connaissances de I’Occident ont été regues et favorisées par les pays et les
sociétés arabes et islamiques qui les ont ensuite reproduites de la maniére
imposée par le méme esprit occidental. Ceci se manifeste par le fait que
cet esprit trouve chez de grandes élites historiques dans nos sociétés, des
individus qui se rapportent a lui, dans leurs discours, leur logique et leurs
connaissances innovées. C’est ce que nous appelons « hoccidentalisme
négatif ». Ce type d’occidentalisme est le produit d>une interaction complexe
entre I’émerveillement des musulmans arabes face a la modernité et les
réalisations de hOccident d>une part, et la facon dont ils les traitent d>autre
part. En conséquence de cette complexité, ces «occidentalistesy semblent
étre dans un état de subordination au systéme occidental et a ses spécificités,
et représentent donc un prolongement local de >Occident. Le résultat de ce
processus était plutdt proche a une colonisation cognitive qui ne cesse de
répéter les questions et les réponses de I>Occident sous forme de soumission
et d>obéissance. Il ne sera pas exageéré de dire que |’occidentalisme négatif
que nous utilisons pour décrire une vaste catégorie d’intellectuels du
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structures intellectuelles, culturelles et idéologiques et en les relisant d’un
esprit critique informé et d’une maniére paralléle, de sorte a éclaircir les
transformations cognitives en cours a I’échelle mondiale, et dans les mondes
arabe et islamique en particulier. Sur ce, I’objectif global peut étre résumé a
travers quatre piliers principaux:

Le premier pilier: La nécessité historique, imposée par les transformations
civilisationnels du début du XXle siécle. Il est manifestement apparu que la
présence de I’lslam en tant que dogme, culture et valeurs moraux n’était
plus, vers la fin du siecle dernier, juste une situation virtuelle, mais était au
contraire une présence d’une efficacité extraordinaire pour la détermination
des tendances principales du présent et du futur de la civilisation humaine.

Le deuxiéme pilier: La nécessité d’unification, supposée par la
fragmentation en cours dans les pays arabes et islamiques qui transforme
leurs élites, leurs intellectuels et leurs composantes sociales en une sorte
de colonies fermées. Cette fragmentation fait que les préoccupations de la
nation deviennent les derniers de leurs intéréts.

Le troisiéme pilier: La nécessité de théorisation, provenant du besoin de
créer des concepts, des théories et des connaissances qui peuvent stimuler
les fora de pensée et favoriser les débats et les critiques...S’ajoute a ceci
le besoin de transférer le mouvement mondial de la pensée a travers la
traduction et la critique, de maniére a contribuer a I’activation de la pensée
arabe islamique contemporaine.

Le quatrieme pilier: La nécessité intellectuelle, partant de I’importance
que représente I’existence d’un lien cognitif qui fonde une zone ou les
élites des sociétés occidentales et islamiques s’échangent les idées et
les connaissances renforgant ainsi la communication entre elles. Il ne fait
aucun doute que la réunion des conditions propices a I’établissement d’un
lien intellectuel pareil nécessite une définition de I’identité et du réle de
ce trimestriel, surtout en termes de communication avec les expériences
intellectuelles dans les mondes arabe et islamique, vu que I’examen de
ces expeériences et I’interaction constructive avec elles aboutiraient a un
accomplissement civilisationnel qui va bien au—dela de I’imitation et jouit en
méme temps d’une spécificité, unicité et efficacite.
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la culture de [I’orientalisme. Pour que le terme acquiére son statut comme
I’une des clés de la connaissance dans la pensée arabe islamique, il a fallu
qu’il y ait des environnements favorables, des élites conscientes et des
institutions scientifiques a perspectives réanimatrices, dans le cadre d’un
projet civilisationnel global.

La situation d’aujourd’hui provient trop souvent du passé en continuation.
Il est, parait-il, des vastes élites dans le monde arabe et islamique qui
sont toujours sous le choc de la modernité aux deux niveaux cognitif et
technique. Cette situation s’exprime toujours par de nombreuses facettes:

— Une facette qui s’identifie avec la modernité et ses accomplissements
d’une maniére définitive, ne laissant place ni a la remise en cause ni a la
critique. Les manifestations flagrantes de cette facette sont les fondations
de I’orientalisme et sa présence historique dans les sociétés arabes et
islamiques.

— Une facette se présentant sous la forme d’oppositions émotionnelles
qui a peine portent—elles leurs fruits qu’elles flétrissent dans leurs prisons
idéologiques.

— Une troisieme facette se manifestant sous forme de sérieuses tentatives
et promesses qui ne tardent pas a s’avérer, aprés un certain temps,
déficientes et incapables d’élaborer des approches de pensées a méme
de guider les générations pour résoudre leurs problemes civilisationnels.
Face a tout ceci, il ne nous fut pas facile de trouver une justification
logique de I’adoption du mot « occidentalisme » comme nom et titre a
notre projet. Ce mot porte en lui-méme plusieurs aspects et sa circulation
genere une abondance d’interprétations et une diversité de conceptions. I
a fallu donc se lancer dans le projet que nous nous étions proposés. Nous
n’avions douté a aucun moment que la transformation de I’occidentalisme
en un événement intellectuel est un travail non pas sans difficultés, étant
conscients qu’une tache d’une telle importance requiert des efforts alignés
avec I’objectif pour lequel elle fut définie.
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Revenons a notre point de départ, I’objectif de cette revue trimestrielle...

Parallelement aux proclamations avancées par certains qui s’étaient
opposés au terme en affirmant que I’occidentalisme signifie « la science
de la connaissance de I’occidenty, ce trimestriel vise a mettre en lumiére
la compréhension de I’occident en apprenant ses approches et ses
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Pourquoi « L'occidentalisme »?

-1 || serait peut-étre convenable de commencer par une interrogation
que nous anticipons le lecteur de se poser en recherchant la fin de cet
effort intellectuel. L’on se voit responsables de la légitimité de la réponse.
En tout cas, nous n’aurions pas pris I’initiative de poser cette question si
nous n’étions pas convaincus que tout intéressé dans le monde des idées
ne se contente plus de recevoir mais se congoit plutdét comme partenaire
réel dans ce monde.

L’interrogation semblera double lorsque le mot « occidentalisme » se
transformera d’un vocable assorti de caractéristiques linguistiques en un
terme muni d’un champ sémantique puis au nom d’une revue intellectuelle.
Le nom que I’on a choisi est en luiméme source de controverse en raison
de I’abondance de ses sens, de son étrangeté et de la multiplicité de
ses champs d’utilisation. L’expérience montre qu’a chaque fois le terme
« occidentalisme » est utilisé, les problémes ne tardent pas a émerger.
Etre surpris par quelque chose engendre chez nous un pressentiment
spontané d’ambiguité ou de difficulté de compréhension. C’est seulement
quand nous nous en approchons en se demandant sur le secret de son
émergence et en explorant ses structures qu’il nous serait possible de le
percevoir et le comprendre.

Le terme « occidentalisme » devient encore plus compliqué dans le
monde des concepts, a cause de I’unicité et la spécificité du terme et sa
nouvelle entrée dans la pensée contemporaine. Pour ces raisons peut—
étre, le terme ne s’est pas encore transformé en concept et par la suite, en
science, malgré les efforts considérables déployés par les penseurs arabes
et musulmans pour faire apparaitre une science moderne qui s’intéresse a
la connaissance de I’occident et qui constituera un équivalent a la pensée et
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It has been found that this concept means theoretically and in application the
scientific approach whose objective is determined in specifically reaching the
maximum knowledge of objects and of human community in particular.

The writer says in this regard that super modernity is the order which uses
the concepts and methods of postmodemity in order to reach the principal goal of
modemity, which is knowledge For instance, the attempts of scholars and philosophers
to interpret the quantum mechanics. Similarly, the precept of indeterminism or which
rules the world meaning that it is impossible to locate a particle and its speed
simultaneously. Many scientists have been, and still are, occupied with explaining
this principle. Some of them explain it on the basis that human consciousness
does specify what is happening in the world of particles, while others explain it
through negating the existence of the identity of particles and they become not
different from each other etc. The use of the concept of indeterminism which is a
postmodernity concept in order to reach knowledge is the modernist goal. From
here, super modemity exploits the achievements, the concepts and the knowledge
of postmodernity in order to attain the goals of modemity.

In the same section, there is an article by the editors discussing the concepts
of modernity and postmodernity through an academic definition and a historical
analysis defining the meaning of each within the frame of the knowledge
disciplines they are used in.

In the section “The Space of Books,” we publish two analyticial articles about
two books related to the concepts of modernity and their complications in terms
of both knowledge and history.

The first: “The Condition of Postmodernity” which is a research in the
fundamentals of cultural change in the Western world, written by the American
researcher David Harvey. It was studied through presentation and analysis
by the writer Khoder Ibrahim Haidar who pointed out the main ideas set by
the author about what he calls the condition of postmodernity being a realistic
and contemporary phenomenon in the international civilization, especially the
Western one.

&k k%

O- As for the second book: “The Spirit of Modernity” written by the
Moroccan thinker Taha Abed Al Rahman. It presents for the historical course
of modernity in the West and the concepts it has created over the past four
centuries. Furthermore, the book touches on one of the problematic issues that
have preoccupied the Islamic thought for generations which is the capability of
Islam to contain the spirit of modernity proceeding from its values of faith, religion,
and morality.
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paradise on this earth. However, the most obvious way to comprehend the
greatness of that change is to start from a very fundamental modern doctrine,
and that is the doctrine of progress. Faith in progress — according to Brinton — is
still representing, in spite of two world wars and a destructive economic crisis
that were witnessed in the 193(s, to a great extent one aspect of the method
according to which the Americans are raised; also, a very few Americans perceive
that such a doctrine had never existed in the past. It is natural that people for a
long time see that a means of several ones is better than another in performing
something. They have known the distinctive aspects in technologies. Moreover,
people, having been considered individuals in a group, perceived their group’s
distinctive state and whether it was living a state of prosperity or not.

The third article in this section is written by the deceased Egyptian thinker
Abdel Wahhab Al Miseeri and it is titled: “The Thought of Enlightenment and Its
Contradictions”. Al Miseeri points out in this article that the term “enlightenment”
has grown pivotal lately in the political and philosophical discourse. It is noticed
that the definitions of enlightenment in the Arabic literature is extremely general
like the following: “The right of interpretation and variation” or “The courage to
use the reason” or “No ruler over the mind except the reign of the reason”.

In the same article we will read about the origination for the enlightenment
thought which announced the emergence of modernity in the West; besides,
it points out the contradictions on which the enlightenment thought was based
being a philosophical movement incapable of disengaging the continuous clash
between secularism and religious faith.

%k k%

8- In the section “The World of Concepts” we will read a profound
research by Professor Hassan Ajami, the Islamic philosophy lecturer at Arizona
State University in the USA. It tackles the concept of “super modernity” as a
scientific method aiming at reaching the maximum knowledge in the contemporary
disciplines of knowledge.

In this research of “the World of Concepts” Professor Ajami touches on
a new concept still in limited circulation within intellectual and academic milieus
in the West in addition to some circles interested in the intellect in contemporary
politics in both the Arabic and the Islamic worlds. We meant the concept of
“super modernity” or what some Western thinkers have sometimes named meta—
modernity and other times “the extraordinary modernity”. It is known that this
concept has a strong correlation with previous concepts and terms connected
with modernity in addition to the knowledge developments over centuries. Thus,
we will see the researcher resorting to go through definitions of modernity in the
course of originating the concept of “super modernity”, the topic of this research.
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around it through touching on its position in the European strategy to divide the
world; it is the strategy pertaining to the context of the superiority that legalizes
Europe’s domination over societies that the Western discourse has promoted
o that culture was the most important reason for their retrogression. The study
presents for the course of cultural confrontation and its repercussions upon
what is described as marginalized societies and their local cultures during the
European colonization or the American domination over the world order, more
specifically over the Arab and the Islamic societies.

k% k%

7- In the section “Retrieved Texts”, we selected three texts by three of the
great thinkers in the West and the Islamic societies. Each one of them handled
in his way the concept of enlightenment and illumination in relation to its linkage
with the problems of civilizational communication between the Arab Islamic
thought and the modern European thought. The articles were successively
written by the Egyptian thinker Dr. Hasan Hanafi, the American historian Crane
Brinton, and the deceased Arab thinker Abed EI Wahhab Al Miseeri.

We will read in Dr. Hasan Hanafi’s article a cognitive origination for
the concept of “Occidentalism”. This science has emerged in opposition to
occidentalization which has extended not only to the cultural life and our
conceptualization of the world but it also reached out to the daily styles of living
and the purity of language, architecture, and the common aspects of life. The
choice of this article has been meant to deepen the vision with “Occidentalism”
dissertation and to become acquainted with its complications from more than
one aspect or view. It is known that Dr. Hanafi has been working over the past
two decades on what he calls “the science of occidentalism” in the context of his
intellectual project for the revival of the Arabic Islamic heritage. This article that
we have included for the reader falls under the cognitive course Occidentalism
quarterly is trying to highlight through retrieving the serious texts in this context.

It is worth mentioning that the article mentioned is an excerpt from a research
by the author under the title: “What Does the Science of Occidentalism Mean?”
This research was published in the year 2000 and focuses on contemporary
Islamic issues.

In the second article of “Retrieved Texts”, there is a research by the American
historian thinker Crane Brinton touching on the term of enlightenment and its
varied concepts.

Brinton says in his study: “The conversion in the situation of the Western

man toward the universe and all what it has is a change and transition from the
paradise of metaphysical Christianity in heaven after death to the natural rational
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and is written by the Lebanese researcher Walid Nuwayhid who approaches
Occidentalism in as much as a negative counterpart for the Western Orientalism
where he launches his approach from a compound question he formed as such:

Where do we start studying the problematic issues from? Is it from history
and getting in contact with the other, from the function and the need to know
the different, from the strategy and the preconceptions where reality and
imagination intermingle, from the abstract knowledge or from the Orientalist
field of knowledge itself? Do we study it from the imported (the victor) from the
West to the East or from the receptive side who is gthe overpowered)? The
writer says upon clarifying his intention that “for the definition, it is necessary to
notice a methodological fact conveying that the fields of Orientalism are broad,
its schools are numerous, its patterns are varied, and its historical stations are
gradual. Because Orientalism imported from the West and obtained by the East
is a historical movement linked to the chronological developments and their
variation, there has been dissimilarity and controversy in comprehending it just
like its texts have been contradictory. For there are Orientalist movements and
not one; similarly, there are several “occidentalism” and not one.

The Iranian researcher, Professor Rida Dawri Al Ardakani wrote an article titled
“Observations on the Possibility of Knowing the West” in which he points out the
elements of knowledge construction for the theory of “Occidentalism” as a field
missing in our Oriental societies despite the fact that they awfully need it. In the
same context, the writer proceeds to point out the necessary conditions to launch
an Oriental Islamic project carrying the name “Occidentalism”. Furthermore, he
calls for the necessity to distinguish between Occidentalism in the context we
call for it and the partial and the superficial attempts trying to know the West.
Moreover, he briefly reveals the circumstances which have led to the emergence
of “Orientalism” theories, and he warns against the danger of projecting it
methodically upon Occidentalism project which must be crystalized according to
new and innovative procedures by the elite in the Islamic world themselves.

The fourth research in this section was written by the Egyptian researcher Dr.
Najlaa’ Makkawi and titled: “ Coercive Occidentalism — in the Controversy of
Acculturation between the Center and the Marginalized”. She observes that the
controversy about culture whether as a movement, a concept or a structure is linked
to the relations between the West and the non—Western communities “subordinate”
to it. Nevertheless, the continuity of this controversy and its development is going
to start upon trying the cultural Arabic pattern and the consequences of imposing
it on the societies considered by the Western vision and conception as mere
“margins” in against the centralization of the West and its culture.

The researcher attempts to approach the role of culture and the controversy
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Western philosophical thought Ahmad Al Faqih points out “that Erich Fromm
could be one of a few in the post-modernity period who invested their scientific
specialties in criticizing the contemporary Western civilization. He did not restrict
his psychoanalysis which he excelled in to clinical treatment or in university
teaching, but he rather made it his pillar in the process of analyzing the modern
social crises and specifically the reality of the human being in this society.
The same he did when he bluntly criticized the modernity developments in the
West from the point of his being a moralistic philosopher and a sociologist. The
writer says: “Should we take, for example, the alienation Fromm dealt with as a
conceptual key for constructing his intellectual project, we would discover how
this issue forms the axis of this project.” We read in this article reviews on Erich
Fromm’s intellectual project in addition to a presentation of the main junctions
of this project focusing on the concept of “alienation” as a central argument in
the intellectual strategy of Fromm, the philosopher.

In “Occidentalism Forum” section, there are four researches studying
“Occidentalism” as a concept and a historical practice.

The first research, written by the Iranian Professor Ahmad Kalatah Sadati
titted “The Islamic World and the Science of Critical Occidentalism”. This article
intends, according to the writer, to evaluate “the science of occidentalism i.e.
the science of knowing the West” a critical evaluation, based on the cultural and
the historical background in the Islamic societies. According to the writer, the
available data is that “occidentalism i.e. knowing the West” is generally a critical
positivist attitude, opposite to Orientalism. However, the critical aspect of this
argument is restricted to the Islamic countries that have a precautionary stand
toward others in order to affirm their identity and preserve it. What distinguishes
the "Occidentalism” discourse distinctive from “the Orientalism” one is that
the former is more of a defensive means rather than an offensive one. The
subject of critical Occidentalism in the Islamic world goes further beyond other
researches to the identity and the national resistance in confronting imperialism
and colonialism, which is a kind of defense of the Islamic principles and values
in the face of the West. The question the writer proposes in this context is
the following: Given the available provisions, is it possible for us to see the
emergence of a different and antithetical discourse? The answer is negative,
according to the writer. The reason is that the science of Occidentalism in
the Islamic world is a hard discourse and a complicated path. It needs the
local induction of programs and theoretical and cognitive strategies. Thus, this
discourse resulting from historic contemporary circumstances and their ensuing
changes in the consciousness of the nation must benefit from the tools and the
scientific instruments supported by a solid ground in order to generate theories.

The second research is titled “Occidentalism as an Imitationof Orientalism”
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in the European communities where values have become weak to a noticeable
extent though they are the means through which the European civilization can
regain trust in itself.

As for the fourth article, by the Moroccan researcher Abed Al A’ali Al Abdouni,
it attempts to approach the American domination anthologically besides
questioning its culture and policies in depth but without relating it to evidence.
The reason according to the author is that its factuality absolves from numerous
indications. The author spoke of what he calls the American mentality based
on the vision of “the chivalrous Sumerian” which is the term released by the
American journalist Henry Louis in the 1940’s urging the Americans to seek an
image for America as an international power and a generative station of ideals
such as freedom and justice. Moreover, he assures that the imperial mentality
of the white American Saxons never sees any diversity in the world except in
the frame of coercive submission.

ok ok ok

5- “The Witness Section”: We have dedicated this section to introduce an
intellectual figure of influential presence especially at a civilizational or at an
international level like to the case of a large number of Islamic and Western
scholars and thinkers who have enriched human civilization with their works,
knowledge, and scientific theories. In this issue, we shed light on the American
philosopher and psychologist of a German origin Erich Fromm, so we study
his biography and the intellectual and emotional changes through his works
and publications. There are two contributions covering Fromm’s biography.
The first written by the German philosopher and theologian Rainer Funk who is
specialized in Fromm’s works and one of his students; the second contribution
is written by the researcher Ahmad Al Fagih specialized in Western philosophy.

6— The first article is titled “A Review of Erich Fromm’s Life and Works”.
The writer points to the unique characteristics in Erich Fromm’s personality in
terms of motivating a profound and dynamic cognitive movement in Europe
and the USA, not to mention his works translated into Arabic and other Oriental
languages. It can be said that he was one of the psychologists who attempted to
form a system more appropriate than Freud’s in dealing with our contemporary
life. None was more prolific or more influential than him, according to the writer.
Even John Homer Schaar— one of the harshest critics to Fromm- had to admit
that Fromm’s writings call forth his name in any serious discussion about the
modern social problems.

In the second article, touching on Erich Fromm’s character and titled “The
Moral Evidence for the Alienation of the West,” the researcher in the
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of the intellect, behavior, and the value system. For this reason, we will find
that the author Sheikh Mazen Al Mtouri did not intend to pause at the critical
developments of the topics treated in the Martyr As Sadr’s works as much as
he wanted to highlight the methodology upon which those works had been
based in the context of their cognitive and critical approach of the Western
intellectual structure. The second one written by the French political thinker and
philosopher Alain de Benoist titled “Critique of Liberal Ideology,” and the third is
written by the American researcher and political professor at Princeton University,
Jan-Werner Muller with the title: “The Failure of European Intellectuals”. The
fourth is written by the Moroccan researcher Abed Al A’ali Al Abdouni who
wrote an article titled: “Criticism of the Formative Structure of the Anglo—Saxon
Entity”- the American cultural dissertation, a prototype.

In the second article Alain de Benoist determines a set of realistic judgments
in the context of his criticism of the liberal ideology in its traditional and its post
modernity forms. In his opinion, liberalism is an ambiguous term even in its
definition, which is due to the huge number of interpretations that the ages of
modernity have been through since the fourteenth century A.D. till the present
time.

In his article, Benoist answers a multitude of questions in this course. He
sees that liberalism never showed in the form of a unified principle because it
was not generated by the efforts of one person. Various liberals have defined it
in different methods, but rather contradictory. However, those agree on enough
common points that they all may be classified as liberals; those points also allow
liberalism to be defined as a school of thought. On one hand, liberalism is an
economic principle that makes the self-organized market a model for the entire
social reality. On the other hand, liberalism is considered a principle based on
individualistic anthropology; that is to say, it is structured on the concept that
primarily considers the human being an unsocial being.

In Jan—Werner Muller’s article titled “The Failure of European Intellectuals”,
we will read daring accusations against the European intellectuals of failing in
making Europe regain trust in itself. Such an accusation originated —as the
article will unfold— from the concussions that swept across Europe due to the
continuous crises. As it appears in this article, the calls for legitimating European
narratives — combined with nostalgia for a golden age of Europeanism — remain
faithful to the logic of nineteenth—century of nation building. In relation to this
dilemma, the extremely strenuous question remains: What are the European
intellectuals supposed to do about the very complicated reality represented in
the absence of faith from a civilized European realm struck by storms from every
side. Thus, this article throws a light on this question and approaches the cause
both theoretically and practically in light of the developments that just occurred
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The Lebanese academic professor Suhail Farah wrote about “The Globalized
Western Modernity” presenting for seven civilization challenges encountered
by the West in the time of globalization. The writer points out that the world in
modernity and postmodernity is living a situation of alienation from one’s self
represented in the absence of confidence in both the present and in the future;
besides, it makes the planetary civilization as if it were going through the tremors
of a comprehensive earthquake. In this research ideas and future perceptions
of seven types of social disasters that have stormed the societies of modernity
in the West over the past two centuries. To achieve this theoretical attempt,
the researcher calls for expanding the circle of examination and inspection of
the principal causes through the activation of the complementary philosophical
intellect for the purpose of designing the perceptions compatible with the
strategies of cognitive advancement in the Arab and the Islamic countries. In
his presentation about the disasters jeopardizing the world, he sees that they
mainly lie in the fields of economy, demography, environment, family, technical
and scientific thinking in addition to the dilemmas of power and authority.

The Latin American thinker Julio Olalla embarks upon one of the most
problematic titles governing the intellectual contemporary movement in the
West, namely the predicament of reconciliation between the moral values and
the technology revolution sweeping through the beginning of the twenty—first
century. As for the main ideas the author tries to highlight under the title “The
Crisis of the Western Mind”, he opines that it is a crisis resulting from the
reductionism of postmodernity rationalism.

ok ok k%

4- Ollala’s article titled: “The Crisis of the Western Mind” attempts to
answer this concept on the basis of two hypotheses forming the structure of
the deadlock the Western mind is suffering from in the times of modernity and
afterwards. Those two hypotheses are: scientism on the first hand and forced
domination of the other on the other hand.

In the section titled “Debate Sessions,” we will read four articles: The first one
under the title: “An Introduction to a Methodology for the Criticism of the West
— A Reading in the Studies of the Martyr As Sadr,” the Iraqi researcher Sheikh
Mazen Al Mtouri approaches the problems of the modern Arab and Islamic
criticism of the West. He based his endeavor on one of the most outstanding
contemporary criticism projects by using the studies and critical works by the
erudite Sayed Mohammad Baker As Sadr as a cognitive domain in order to
crystallize a methodological introduction for the criticism of the Western mind
constituents. Also, we will read an approach for the criticism methodology
through which the Martyr As Sadr develops his vision of the West in terms
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of secularism which has turned the West into a spiritless civilization. The interview
touched on a set of related problems such as similarities between Islam and the
West whether in what is connected with the clash of civilizations and its cultural
and intellectual consequences; or in what is related to the phenomenon of
“Islamophobia” which has extraordinarily aggravated in the wake of September
11, 2001.

3- In the file titled “What Knowledge Does the West Produce?,” one will
read the following researches and articles:

The French political philosopher Edgar Morin wrote an article
titled:” The Crisis of Knowledge-When the West Lacks the Style of
Living”; it touches on an important cause, and it is related to the current
debate in the Western European societies over what is called “The Crisis of
Knowledge”. Morin approaches this cause from a socio—cognitive perspective
as he calls for the necessity of recognizing the complications filling the West in
the postmodernity period.

Dr. Khalil Ahmad Khalil, a Lebanese sociologist, wrote an article titled “The
Amazement of Muslims before the Challenges of Rationalization and
Automation”. In this article Dr. Khalil seeks the consolidation of the phenomenon
of intellectual amazement that the Arab and the Islamic intellectuals have been
trapped in by the beginning of the past century when they incurred the shock of
modernity coming from Europe through direct colonization simultaneous with the
Orientalism. The author sheds light on one of the original foundations of negative
Occidentalism which has hit broad sections of the elites in both the Arab and
the Islamic worlds in what was described then as “the shock of modernity”. After
that, he presents with in—depth analysus the phenomenon of amazement which
stormed the cultural Islamic thought and points out the reasons which led to that
as well as its cognitive, sociological and cultural consequences.

The Senegalese researcher Doudou Diene wrote an article titled “The Identity
Crisis in the Western World” in which he talked about the signs of the
identification crisis and belonging in the Western societies and its manifestations
in one’s relation with one’s self on one hand and the attitude of one’s self
toward the other whether near or far on the other hand. Diene asks whether
the Western world is in danger, than comments that:” This question raises a
set of further queries especially regarding the precise definition for each of its
three terms: the world, the West, the danger. In all cases, he calls for not only a
reconsideration of the main theme that is to say knowing the collective self in the
West, but also questioning the anxious indication of the term danger. Breaking
this primary theme reveals the historical and cultural depth of the principal issue
in the question which is the relation of the West with the rest of the world.
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he first pilot issue of the quarterly “Occidentalism” includes a series of
specialized researches and articles, which are part of the knowledge
strategy in line with the goals of the quarterly and the objectives it endeavors
to highlight.

The following comprises brief presentations about the ideas and the visions
included.

1- The editorial of the first issue was meant to point out the goal of releasing
this quarterly and the objectives it seeks, proceeding from the knowledge
consolidation of the term “Occidentalism” as being “the science of knowing the
West”, and considering this science with a critical and informative vision. It also
presented the reasons that made the entity supervising the project choose the
title “Occidentalism”.

&k k%

As for the topics and the researches included in this issue, they are listed
according to the following sections:

2- “Interviews” Section: This section included two interviews with the
French philosopher Marcel Gauchet and the Iranian philosopher Sayyed Hosein
Nasr. In the interview made by The Philitt Magazine researcher Mathieu
Giroux, there are answers to a group of intriguing issues being tested by the
contemporary Western intellect; especially those related to the unusually intricate
communication triangle of religion, modernity, and secularism. In addition, in
the answers Gauchet provided there is some light shed yet paused at the
profound argument conducted about the likeliness of meeting and reconciliation
between religion and secularism in the period after modernity. The interview
includes clarifications Gauchet made about his theory which says that modernity
is walking out of religion and returning to it simultaneously.

On another hand, in the interview conducted by the Iragi author Hamid Zareh
with the Islamic Iranian philosopher, Sayyed Hossein Nasr, one will read criticism
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The Third Line:

It is the line of criticism which has three facets:

The first facet:

A criticism of the values of Western thought and their effects at the intellectual
level on the Arab and Islamic intelligentsia, in addition to a demonstration of the
resulting mechanisms of negative occidentalism.

The second facet:

A criticism of the West by the West itself through the selection and translation
into Arabic of writings by western philosophers, intellectuals and researchers
about issues that reflect the situation of their societies and the transformations
heating these societies up in different fields.

The third facet:

. A criticism of the West by the Arab Islamic elites, proceeding from their
knowledge of it and of its history and their attempt to compare it based on
creative evenness and equal terms.

In Conclusion:

We never claim that we would bring the reader propositions he cannot afford,
but we are certain that we are working in a hollow area incessantly expanding
every time the relation between strength and weakness gets ambiguous, the
interests interfere with the realm of values, and the civilizational intellect declines
to levels lower than the daily policies.

Are we going to succeed in the task?

A question we had asked before carrying on with the preparation of this
issue. However, the answer remains assumptive as long as we are still at the
beginning of the road. What we did is take on the mission with determination,
validity, and feasibility.

Allah (SWT) is behind the intention
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to it based on the principle of free and proportional acquaintance. It is from
this principle that the idea of “Occidentalism” as a serious intellectual project
started to take form. Proceeding from this same principle, the way is made
to crystallize and develop a method of work by which “Occidentalism” would
acquire its positive significance. That is to say the course of Occidentalism
we aspire to could go beyond, through familiarization and creative criticism,
the courses of intellectual concession whose negative consequences over the
past five centuries since the birth of modernity we still feel. By going beyond,
we mean overriding the historical barriers left by Western modernity when it
created the Arab Islamic equivalent on the basis of its guiding words and vision
without imparting however the positive facet of its renaissance and modernity.
The result was that the equivalent reached a limit where it became occidentalist
in everything related to the world of concepts, ideas, and creativity. And
because the negative occidentalism in this meaning and course became itself
the negative aspect of negative Orientalism, the Arab and Islamic intelligentsia
lost its essence, identity, and particular features. Subsequently, it grew deficient
and even incapable of producing an understanding aligned with the spirit of the
time it lives in, neither to encounter itself nor to encounter the other.

In order to highlight its goal, this quarterly adopts an integrated methodology
based on the activation of three parallel and interrelated lines simultaneously:

The First Line:

Getting introduced to the Western societies as they are in reality by
accompanying their scientific, intellectual, cultural and political developments
through the knowledge that the elites in those societies offer in their discussion
of the issues and problems they have been experiencing since the beginning of
the twenty first century.

The Second Line:

Getting acquainted with the approaches and policies used by the West toward
the East and the Islamic societies in particular, for the purpose of clarifying
numerous facts and allaying the illusions that have haunted the Araband Islamic
thought for quite a long time.
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approaches that Arab and Islamic elites have been familiar with especially in
terms of how they have handled the values of the West whether in what is
connected to absolute imitation or with absolute alienation from those values.

What urges us to activate such an approach is the necessity to clear up the
ambiguity accumulated already in the Arab and Islamic consciousness over
generations of closeness or apathy with the heritage of the West in both of
its cognitive and colonial facets.. In the context of this task, we are hopeful to
crystallize a theory of knowledge that establishes new rules for understanding
the fundamentals and perceptions that make up the Western mind. This
paves the way for answering the question about our ability to form a sound
understanding of a West that has produced a wide variety of arts, values, and
ideas while concurrently bringing to us incalculable kinds of violence, invasion,
and continuous wars.

One of the most motives for this intellectual project is unveiling the fact that
the Western knowledge has certain incubators in the Arab and Islamic societies
and countries which receive this knowledge and foster it, then to have them
regenerate its products in a way imposed by the same western mind. This is
manifested in the fact that the latter finds broad historical elites in our societies
who identify with it in their discourses, logic, and innovated knowledge, which is
what we tend to call “ negative occidentalism”. This type of occidentalism is a
result of a compound interaction between the astonishment of Muslim Arabs by
the modernity and accomplishments of the West on one side and the way they
deal with them on another side. As a result of this compound in general, this
“ occidentalist” seemed in a state of subordination to the Western system and
characteristics, and appeared subsequently, as a local extension to it. The result
of this process was closer to a cognitive colonization that keeps repeating the
questions and answers of the West in a manner of submission and obeisance. It
is never an exaggeration should we say that the negative Occidentalism we use
to depict the state of a substantial number of the Islamic world intellectuals is
an intellect produced by amazement, expanded by translation, deep-rooted by
domination, then approved by elites from our societies who use it as a method to
simultaneously understand themselves, the others and the world around them.

What made us choose this term “Occidentalism” as a title for our intellectual
project was the attempt to create another course of civilizational communication
with the West where domination, concession and coercion are inexistent. In our
opinion, such a context requires a crucial change that results into breaking down
the ties of cognitive dependency with the West and then trying to resemble
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KLY The Beginning

The First Pillar:

A historical necessity, imposed by the civilizational changes that occurred
in the beginning of the twenty—first century when it was undoubtedly obvious
that the presence of Islam as a doctrine, culture, and moral values was not a
mere virtual situation by the end of the past century but rather an exceptional
presence influencing the definition of the major trends of the present and future
of human civilizationThe Second Pillar:

A unification necessity imposed by the dispersion storming across the Arab
and Islamic countries and turning their elites, intellectuals and social constituents
into a sort of enclosed settlements. As a result to this dispersion, the worries of
the nation become the least of their concerns. The Third Pillar:

A theorization necessity, resulting from the need to generate concepts,
theories, and knowledge that would motivate the thinking fora and develop
debates, discussions and criticism. In addition to the need to transfer the
international intellectual movement through translation and criticism, so that it
would contribute to the serious activation of the contemporary Arab and Islamic
thought.The Fourth Pillar:

An intellectual necessity, starting from the importance of having an intellectuality
connection establishing for a gravitational zone where the elites of the Arab and
Islamic societies may exchange ideas and knowledge, allowing communication
and acquaintance with each other.

Undoubtedly, securing the necessary conditions to set up such an intellectual
connection requires the identification of this quarterly and the role it assumes,
particularly in terms of communication with intellectual experiences in both the
Arab and Islamic worlds. The observation of such experiences and positive
interaction with them would in fact result in the realization of a civilizational
accomplishment surpassing patterning and imitation but simultaneously enjoying
individuality, uniqueness, and effectiveness.

Based on the above, we can identify the goal set by The Islamic Center for
Strategic Studies for the publication of this quarterly: to endeavor to create
a cognitive intellectual critical and creative space leading to a proportional
communication between Islam and the West.

In the lead of all issues, we found we should work on within the space
mentioned above was to approach the West in a way that goes beyond the
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“‘why Occidentalism?” [efld

Generally, the current reality is the heir of the continuous past. What appears
in the scene is that there are certain broad circles of the elites in the Arab and
the Islamic worlds who have not given up the modernity shock at both the
knowledge and the technical levels. That is a current situation still expressing
itself in various aspects:

One aspect identifying with modernity and its accomplishments in a conclusive
way; there is no room for questioning or criticism. The resounding signs of such
an aspect show in the foundations of Orientalism and its historical presence in
the Arab and Islamic societies.

Another aspect takes the form of emotional protestations that would barely
bear fruits but withdraw before long to their ideological prison.

A third aspect comes to us in the form of attempts, promises and serious
probabilities which soon appear to be inadequate and incapable of crystallizing
thinking methodologies that the generations of the nation could use to resolve
their civilizational problems.

For this reason, it has not been easy for us to find a logical justification for
using the term “Occidentalism” as a name and title for our project. This term
carries multiple aspects and its circulation opens up abundant interpretations,
explanations, and varied conceptualizations. Therefore, it has been necessary
to go for what we decided on. We have not doubted for even one instant
that turning “Occidentalism” into an intellectual event would be a task without
hardships. This is because we believe that a mission with such civilizational
standing does require an effort equivalent to the goal set for it.

Again, regarding what concerns the goal behind this quarterly...

In parallel with the ideas of some thinkers who considered that the definition
of the term “Occidentalism” is “the science of knowing the West,” this quarterly
is meant to highlight the understanding of the West through learning about
its methodologies, structures whether intellectual, cultural or ideological; then
reviewing them with erudite criticism. Parallel to that, the quarterly is meant
to shed light on the cognitive changes ongoing internationally, especially in
the Arabic and the Islamic worlds. Consequently, the general goal could be
summed up in four necessary main pillars:
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The Editorial

“why Occidentalism?”

t could be necessary to start with a question that we expect the readers to

initiate for inquiring about the goal behind our current intellectual endeavor;
also, we find it our responsibility and obligation to provide the answer. In any
case, we would not have proposed to answer this question if we had not had
conviction that those interested in the world of ideas would not be sufficed with
mere receiving, but they rather would find themselves real partners.

The question will seem to double when the term “Occidentalism” with all what
it has in the world of language turns into a term with a semantic field, then
into the name of an intellectual magazine. The name selected is debatable
itself due to its meanings, strangeness, and multiple field uses. As experience
showed, anytime the term “Occidentalism” is used, things go in the direction of
complexity. Whenever we wonder over a certain matter, we start spontaneously
to feel its ambiguity or our inability to understand it. When we approach it
wondering about its origin and trying to discover its layouts, structures, and
consequences, it becomes easier for us to both perceive it and understand it.

In the world of concepts, speaking of the term “Occidentalism” grows more
complicated. This is due to the uniqueness of this term and its new entry in
the discussion circles in contemporary thought. Maybe for those reasons the
term “Occidentalism” has not developed into a concept and subsequently into a
science despite the extent of efforts exerted by the Arab and Muslim thinkers in
order to develop a contemporary science interested in knowing the West, which
could be an equitable match to Orientalism and its culture. In order for the term
to find its place as one of the keys of knowledge in the Arab Islamic thought, it
was necessary to ensure a fostering environment, perceptive elite thinkers and
scientific foundations with revivification horizons, all of which combined in the
frame of a comprehensive civilizational project.
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This quarterly

“Occidentalism” An intellectual quarterly aimed at studying and
understanding the West from a cognitive and critical perspective

The quarterly “Occidentalism” is interested in understating the West
by becoming acquainted with its approaches and intellectual, cultural and
ideological structures and rereading them with a well-informed critical
spirit. The objective of the Islamic Center for Strategic Studies from
publishing this quarterly is based on the need to establish a creative
intellectual expanse that leads to a commensurate communication
between Islam and the West at the level of cognition and civilization.

At the forefront of the issues we deemed appropriate to work on
within the aforementioned expanse is the attempt to approach the West
from an angle that goes beyond what the Arab and Islamic elites were and
are accustomed to in the past and the present, especially with respect to
how the values and knowledge of the West are dealt with, whether in
terms of pure imitation of these values or in terms of their complete
refusal .

To illustrate its end, this quarterly adopts an integrative methodology
based on the activation of three parallel and interrelated lines:

The first line: Getting acquainted with western societies as they are in
reality, by staying updated about their scientific, intellectual, cultural and
political developments, through the knowledge that the elites of these
societies have to offer in the context of their analysis of the issues and
problems they’re experiencing at the outset of the twenty first century.

The second line: Learning about the approaches and policies adopted
by the West vis-a-vis the East and Islamic societies in particular, in order
to reveal many of the realities and allay the illusions that have captured
the Arab and Islamic thought for a long period of time.

The third line: This is the line of criticism which has three facets:

The first facet: A criticism of the values of western thought and their
repercussions at the intellectual level on the Arab and Islamic
intelligentsia, and a demonstration of the resulting mechanisms of
negative Occidentalism.

The second facet: A criticism of the West by the West itself through
the selection and translation into Arabic of writings by western
philosophers, intellectuals and researchers about issues that reflect the
situation of their societies and the transformations heating these societies
up in different fields.

The third facet: A criticism of the West by the Arab Islamic elites,
proceeding from their knowledge of it and of its history and their attempt
to compare it based on creative evenness and equal terms
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