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S. Clark, “On wishing there were unicorns,” Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society (1990),
pp. 247-65.
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L. Wittgenstein, Philosophische Untersuchungen (Frankfurt: Suhrkamp, 1971), p. 109; ()
Alle Erklarung muss fort, und nur beschreibung an ihre Stelle treten. Und diese
Beschreibung empfingt ihr Licht, d.i. ihren Zweck, von den philosophischen
Problemen. Diese sind freilich keine empirischen, sondern sie werden durch eine
Einsicht in das Arbeiten unserer Sprache gelost, und zwar so, dass dieses erkannt
wird; entgegen einem Trieb, es misszuverstehen. Diese Probleme werden gelost,
nicht durch Beibringen neuer Erfahrung, sondern durch Zusamenstellung des
lingst Bekannten. Die Philosophie ist ein Kampf gegen die Verhexung unsres
Verstandes durch die Mittel unserer Sprache.
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Cf. J. Flay, “Is Ethics for Children Moral?” in M. Lipman and A. M. Sharp (eds.), (*\)
Growing up with Philosophy (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1978).

A. O’Hear, a paper presented on 15, April 1997, at the International Philosophy for (rY)
Children Conference, at King'’s College University.

“The Roots of Philosophy,” op. cit., p. 75. (rv)
Ibid, p. 74. (re)
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Ibid, pp. 75-6. (ro)
Ibid, pp. 76. QRY)
Cf. L. J. Splitter and A. M. Sharp, Teaching for Better Thinking: The Classroom (YV)
Community of Enquiry (Melbourne: Acer, 1995).

M. Lipman, Thinking in Education (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991); (YA)
Ph. Cam, Thinking Together: Philosophical Inquiry for the Classroom (Australian
English Teaching Association & Hale and Iremonger, 1995).
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K. Leeuw and Pieter Mostert, “Learning to Operate with Philosophical Concepts,” (v4)
Analytic Teaching, 8:1 (1987), p. 94.

This was skillfully facilitated by R. Sutcliffe at the American Community School, (¢-)
London, December 1997.

K. Egan, Primary Understanding: Education in Early Childhood (London: Routledge, (¢)
1988), p. 26.
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Ibid, p. 39. (£Y)
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M. Donaldson, Children’s Minds (London: Fontana, 1978), p. 23. (¢9)
Ibid, p. 23; cf. P. Sutherland, Cognitive Development Today: Piaget and his Critics (o)
(London: Paul Chapman Publishing, 1992), p. 15

Children’s Minds, op. cit., p. 20. (V)

Ibid, p. 41. (oY)

The Philosophy of Childhood, op. cit., p. 17 (™)

Ibid, p. 18. (ot)
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K. van der Leeuw, Filosoferen is een soort wereldverkenning, met bijdragen van (o0)
Berrie Heesen en Hans Jansen (Tilburg: Zwijsen, 1991), p. 13; M. Lipman and A. M.
Sharp (eds.), Growing up with Philosophy (Philadelphia: Temple University Press,
1978), p. ix-x.

Filosoferen is een soort wereldverkenning, op. cit., p. 13. (o)
The Philosophy of Childhood, op. cit., p. 14. (ov)
R.]. Mulvaney, “Philosophy for Children in its Historical Context,” in M. Lipman (oA)
(ed.), Thinking, Children and Education (Montclair: Kendall-Hunt, 1993), p. 400.

The Philosophy of Childhood, op. cit., p. 18. (o4)
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K. van der Leeuw and P. Mostret, “Learning to Operate within Philosophical (3+)
Concepts,” Analytic Thinking, 8:1 (1087).

Filosoferen is een Soort Wereldverkenning, op. cit., p. 13. )
Ibid, p. 14. “v)
The Philosophy of Childhood, op. cit., p. 18. A
Ibid, p. 34. (1¢)

K. Murris, Metaphors of the Child’s Mind; Teaching Philosophy to Young Children, (\o)
being a thesis submitted for the degree of PhD in Education (University of Hull,
October 1997), pp. 63-5.

Primary Understanding: Education in Early Childhood, op. cit., p. 47. )
Ibid. “v)
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Ibid; idem, Immagination in Teaching and Learning: ages 8-15 (London: Routledge, (1A)
1992); and idem, “The Other Half of the Child,” in M. Lipman (ed.), Thinking, Children
and Education (Montclair: Kendall-Hunt, 1993).
Primary Understanding: Education in Early Childhood, op. cit., p. 20. (14)
G. Matthews, Philosophy and the Young Child (Cambridge: Harvard University (v.)
Press, 1980), pp. 39-41.
33 06 5 LS (e g 175 on Lo Blonds (@ pilall OY (Jaor o g ¢l s (i gilall p g OIS A2 (V)
ol 1S5 3 b i (5 8 g Pl opr e iy s oD gl e B JUBYY 1 s 2 08, Holt < ya Ol
UYL 0 pazslt by y 6 o Vs Bl Jorbs oot 3 y (U1 3205y 05 2lecal 9 gn S0y . LS g

At coghal e Gl D s JULYI ) sy Alal il (593 ol pdb)
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G. Mathews, The Philosophy of Childhood, op. cit., p. 8;
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Sh. Kitzinger and C. Kitzinger, Talking with Children about Things that Matter
(London: Pandora, 1989), pp. 48-74.
“DO Children Think Philosophically,” op. cit., p. 425. (vv)
Quoted in B. Williams, Ethics and the Limits of Philosophy (London: Fontana (v¥)
Press-Collins, 1985), pp. 122-23.
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Thinking Together, op. cit., p. 13 (v4)
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J. Piaget, Studies in Child Logic, Judgment and Reasoning in the Child, Language (%)
and Thought in the Child, op. cit., p. 197; see also: Le langage et la pensée de lenfant

(Neuchatel-Paris: Delachaux & Niestlé, 1924), p. 268. )
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Cf. E. Eisner, “What education can learn from the art,” NAEA National Convention (¥)
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Philosophy in the Classroom, op. cit., pp. 29-35; and Reconstruction in Philosophy (¢ )
for Children, op. cit., p 35.
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“The Vygotsky Touch, Critical and Creative Thinking,” op. cit.; and Child, Philosophy (17)

and Education, Discussing the Intellectual Sources of Philosophy for Children, op. cit., p.

221; Teaching Thinking, Philosophical Inquiry in the Classroom, op. cit., p. 28.

Philosophy in the Classroom, op. cit., pp. 3-36. (1¢)
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See Z. Sardar and M. W. Davies, Disoriented Imagination: Lessons of the Rushdie Affair ()
(London: Grey Seal, 1990).
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For explanation, see Hammidah ‘Abd al-‘Ati, The Family Structure in Islam (American (o)
Trust Publications, 1977).

The disease analogy is taken from Jalal Al ’Ahmad, Occidentosis: A Plague from the West (1)
(Berkeley: Mizan Press, 1984). It should be seen alongside works as Abdullah Laroui,

The Crisis of the Arab Intellectual (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1976);
Fouad Ajami, The Arab Predicament (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981);
Samir Amin, The Arab Economy Today (London: Zed Press, 1982); and idem, The Arab
Nation (London: Zed Press, 1978). The later works deal with the problems and
problematic nature of social reality in the conventions of Western analysis.
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An excellent review of the literature relating to the social sciences is to be found in (V)
Ziauddin Sardar, “Islamization of knowledge,” in Ziauddin Sardar (ed.), An Early
Crescent (London: Mansell, 1989); Ziauddin Sardar, Islamic Futures (London: Mnasell,
1985) covers the whole field and is an important critical addition to the debate.
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For an introduction, see M. N. Siddique, Issues in Islamic Banking (Leicester: Islamic (A)
Foundation, 1983); S. M. Ahmad, Towards Interest Free Banking (Lahore: Institute of
Islamic Culture, 1989).
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For a guide to the rapidly growing literature on Islamic economics, see Muhammad (%)
Akram Khan, Islamic Economics: Annotated Sources in English and Urdu (Leicester:
Islamic Foundation, 1983). For a critical review of the literature, see M. N. Siddique,
Muslim Economic Thinking (Leicester: Islamic Foundation, 1981). Also, see Muhammad
Akram Khan, Glossary of Islamic Economics (London: Mansell, 1990).
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For examples of this approach, see the work of Z. Sardar, M. Davies, P. Manzoor, and (1)
H. Ateshin, cited elsewhere.
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See M. Davies, Knowing one Another: Shaping an Islamic Anthropology (London (\Y)
Mansell, 1988).
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See P. Manzoor, “The crisis of Muslim thought and the future of the Ummah,”inZ. (\r)

Sardar (ed.), An Early Crescent, op. cit.
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See M. Davies, Knowing one Another: Shaping an Islamic Anthropology, op. cit.; and H. () °)
Ateshin, “Urbanisation and environment: an Islamic perspective,” in Z. Sardar (ed.),

An Early Crescent, op. cit. Ateshin refers to his study as ‘imdra while I use ‘ilmul ‘imran;

the two terms are linguistically related and signify the same approach.
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M. Davies discusses in: Knowing one Another: Shaping an Islamic Anthropology, op. (A1)
cit., the problem of terminology in relation to social science. An excellent discussion

of the subject is to be found in H. Ateshin, “Urbanisation and environment: an Islamic
perspective,” in Z. Sardar (ed.), An Early Crescent, op. cit.

See Mona ’Abul Fadl, “Islamization as a force for global renewal: the relevance of the (VVv)
Tawhidi episteme to modernity,” American Journal of Islamic Social Science, 5:2, 1998.
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See the discussion by K. Hewitt, “The idea of calamity in a technocratic age,” in K. (\A)
Hewwit (ed.), Interpretations of Calamity (Boston: Allen and Unwin, 1983). For
a discussion of this from a Muslim perspective, see ‘Abdullah ‘Omar Nasif, “Da‘wa,
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Frontiers (London: Mansell, 1989).
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Plotting Nasir ad-Din at-Tasi’s Personality and Intellect
Suheil El-Huseini - Beirut (181-221)

Al-Khawajah at-Tusi defied the mainstream intellectualism prevailing in his era,
calling for a revival in the (1) Shi‘i established theology, (2) philosophical inquiries,
(3) and mystic disciplines. Along these line, he excelled, par excellence, in reviving
philosophical teaching, introducing the philosophical proof to the heart of Islamic
theology, and establishing theological terms on philosophical basis. As per mystic
discipline, he plotted the aims and clues of spirituality, as different from other
scholars preceding him, such as ’Ibn Sina. For him, the very spiritual training, per
se, pave the ground for many a stage of contemplation and action (sayr wa-sulik),
bringing the wayfarer to receive the “immanence of the One.”
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Key terms:. Essence and accident; creation and origination; rational and
transmitted proof; eschatology; real and imaginative existence.
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Rethinking Knowledge: Islamization and the Future
Merryl Wyn Davis (153-177)

Muslim Institute - London
Trans. Dima Mouallim

The Islamization of Knowledge debate is central to Muslim Futures, focusing on
the nature of Muslim identity, modernity, and ways of thinking about present and
future Muslim reality. The debate, however, has become interwoven with factors
that have marginalized Muslim identity — both for participants and observers. This
article views Islamization as a civilizational project of rethinking, taking th Qur’an
as a frame of reference. Institutional and conceptual approaches are analyzed. The
development of new disciplines of knowledge within islamization is seen as having
three parameters —an emphasis on holism, the centrality of risk and uncertainty, and
acknowledgment of ignorance. Although islamization involves critique of western
civilization, it may seem rejectionist, but synthesis is the aim. The Islamization
discourse is at present mainly theoretical; practice requires time and effort.

Key terms: Islamization; knowledge; holism; mercantilism; colonization.
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Divine Love: A Reading in Foundational Shiite Literature
Shafik Jaradi (121-151)

Sapeintail Knowledge Institute - Beirut

Divine love is the heart of human relation with God, the source of his\her very
existence. Islamic literature expounded on the formative importance of love, being,
per se, a mode of conduct, ascertaining that any pragmatic or epistemological
system should have a philosophical, metaphysical basis, and a foundational,
religious vision. By large, love represents the perfect Divine Truth, qua its essence,
bonds, and manifestations. It is, per Islamic metaphysics, the coequal of life that
flows in the very existence of evey being within a communion of intense love (‘ishq)
and longing.

Key terms: Divine love; forgiveness; longing (ash-shawq); Divine care (al-
‘indyah); ecstasy; as-Sahifah as-Sajjadiyyah (the Psalms of Islam).
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Preliminary Foreword to Logische Untersuchungen as per Husserl’s
Phenomenology

Nader El-Bizri (111-120)

American University of Beirut - Beirut

The translation of E. Husserl's Logische Untersuchungen into Arabic language
offers a profound influence upon the Arabic philosophical synthesis by large.
Benefitting from the capabilities of the Arabic language, this paper plots the
phenomenological, philosophical thinking as Husserl put forth. Husserl aimed at
establishing principles of knowledge qua phenomenology for it to be an a priori
knowledge and not merely a posteriori, empirical knowledge. Along these lines
goes some classical, Arab schools of philosophy, asserting the primacy of quiddity
over external existence.

Key terms: Logische Untersuchungen; E. Husserl; intentionality; transcendental
ego; phenomenology; consciousness.
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Philosophy for Children Program as per the School of Transcendent Theosophy
Ali Sitari (83-108)

University of Baqir al-Ulum - Qum

Trans. Azza Farhat

This paper aims at plotting the Philosophy for Children program per the very
school of transcendent theosophy. It evolves around the very question of the
foundations of M. Lipman’s Philosophy for Children program. The paper, further,
scrutinizes that very program from the lens of Mulla Sadra’s school, mapping, per
se, the points of divergence and convergence thereof, to disclose, then, the benefits
one could bring about from such a program.

Key terms: Philosophy for Children program; transcendent philosophy;
axiology; knowledge by presence; perfectness; an-nafs.
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Teaching Philosophy to Children
Zeina Nasr EL-Din (67-81)

Lebanese University - Beirut

As though there is a huge gap between philosophy and children, suffice is to
introduce children to philosophical stories to seal that vey gap. They are analogues
to philosophical inquiries which probe a question that, in turn, brings about other
questions, all at variance one with another. Marked by springing up dialogues,
these stories offer to turn the class into a community of inquiry, wherein everyone
respects the other, getting children to acquire, per se, the most important
philosophical clues, afar from firm instruction.

237

Key terms: Philosophy for children; stories; the question; philosophical
conversation; ethics.
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Could Philosophy be Taught to Children?
Wafaa Shaaban (57-66)

Lebanese University - Beirut

Greek philosophers, Plato being in fore, map difficult terms to learn philosophy, as
it could not be taught but to an adult having a continuum of knowledge. However,
with Kant, who draws a distinction between philosophy and philosophizing, the
approach to recognize philosophy diverged. The Kantian approach simplified the
act of philosophizing, shutting it down, from content, to method. This suggests
that children could, but, learn that very method upon bringing up the why and
what questions. As such, the teacher could mutate the yet to teach knowledge into
a subject of philosophical debate, commencing with a question very analogues to
the Socratic method.

Key terms: Philosophical training; knowledge; the act of thinking.
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Education, Rationality, and Aesthetics
Muhammad ‘lllaik (45-55)

Islamic University — Beirut

While empirical sciences formed a starting point for teaching and education qua the
effects they bring about, on adults inasmuch as on children, aesthetic experiences,
in turn, have recently gained effect, providing children with profound sources of
knowledge that transcend narrow, abstract, dimensions. Accordingly, by virtue
of such education, the child desists from the inevitable limitedness pervading in
empirical sciences, benefiting from a rational, aesthetic experience at once.

Key terms: Aesthetics; al-hayat at-tayyyibah (good life); rationality;
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The Child’s Conception of the World: the Concept of Life
Jean Piaget (31-44)

Jean Piaget Society - USA
Trans. Dima Mouallim

By large, the child, primarily, cling to attribute life to movement, conceiving that
every moving object is potentially alive. Life, for the child, is a continuum of free
forces endowed with activity and purpose, asserting the notion of final cause in
nature; as such, every object is potentially alive. He\she distinguishes between
automatic, spontaneous movement, on one hand, and imparted movement, on the
other, deeming that objects assimilate life rather than consciousness. Afterwards,
in advanced stages, the child denies consciousness to the things he\she ascribed life
to, at first, upon realizing that the notion of consciousness seems to have a wider
extension than the notion of life.

Key terms: Consciousness; life; final cause; active cause; animism.
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ENGLISH ABSTRACTS

Can Children Do Philosophy?
Karin Murris (9-30)

Cape Town University — Cape Town
Trans. Fatima Zaraket

Some philosophers claim that young children cannot do philosophy. The aim of this
paper is to examine some of those claims, and to put forward arguments against
them. Our beliefs that children cannot do philosophy are based on philosophical
assumptions about children, their thinking, and about philosophy. Many of those
assumptions remain unquestioned by critics of Philosophy with Children. The
derived conclusion is that the idea that very young children can do philosophy
has not only significant consequences for how we should educate young children,
but also for how adults should do philosophy; and that further research is urgently
needed.

Key terms: Philosophy; philosophizing; abstract concepts; education;
philosophy with children; experience.

References

A. Gazzard, “Philosophy for Children and the Piagetian Framework,” Thinking
5:1 (1978).

Aristotle. “Nicomachean Ethics,” in R. McKeon (ed.), Introduction to Aristotle,
2" edn. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1973).

B. Curtis, “Wittgenstein and Philosophy for Children”, Thinking, 5:4 (1985).

B. Williams, Ethics and the Limits of Philosophy (London: Fontana Press-
Collins, 1985). '

C. Evans, “The Feasibility of Moral Education,” in M. Lipman and A. M. Sharp

(eds.), Growing up with Philosophy (Philadelphia: Temple University Press,
1978).

C. McCall, “Young Children Generate Philosophical Ideas,” Thinking 8:2 (1990).
C. Slade, “Harry speak and the Conversation of Girls,” Thinking 11:3,4 (1994).
E. R. Emmet, Learning to Philosophize (Penguin Books, 1991).

G. Matthews, “Childhood: The Recapitulation Model,” in M. Lipman (ed.),
Thinking, Children and Education (Montclair: Kendall-Hunt, 1993).

» “The Child as Natural Philosopher” in M. Lipman and A. M.

Al-Mahajja Issue 29 | Summer - Fall 2014 | 244



experience that embraces empirical experience and goes beyond it. This is while
Wafaa Shaaban, in her paper, calls for the transformation of the way of teaching
philosophy to children from content to approach, suggesting a new paradigm, by
virtue of which, the yet to be taught knowledge could be transformed to a subject
of philosophical debate analogues to the Socratic method. Zeina Nasr El-Dine,
on the other hand, tackles the gap between children and philosophy, introducing
stories that assist in bridging that very gap. In a different vein, Ali Sitari approaches
the philosophy for children program established by Mathew Lipman from the
principle of the school of transcendent theosophy.

In “Paper and Studies” section, Nader El-Bizri expounds upon Husserl's
Logische Untersuchungen plotting its significance on the Arabic philosophical
synthesis, benefitting from the resources of the Arabic language. Then, Shafik
Jaradi examines the notion of Divine love, disclosing its significance in the Shiite
literature. Whilst, Merryl Davies outlines the Islamization of knowledge debate,
trying to make synthesis between two views of knowledge, the first being of western
perspective, and the second notices the outcomes of the Islamic civilization.

Finally, in the “Sages” section we read a biography for al-Khawajah Nasir ad-
Din at-Tisi that plots his intellectual and social life, written by Suheil El-Husseini.
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The Issue

1.

It is childhood, then, that takes you to a new world, to new clues that begat life: a
primordial life. In the dusk of every mature, human self is a nook, wherein a child
resides, examining existence, qua existence, with a compelling wonder. This child
experiences joy and pain, both, disclosing, as such, the very notions of joy and pain
by virtue of his\her senses that provide him\her access to the world.

Along these lines, adults have residues from childhood, and they find no harm
if their very child self persists in the heart of their being, dragging them, frequently,
towards their primordial originality. That very self remains, unabatedly, in quest of
plotting answers to questions it asks, contemplating in existence, though rigorously,
driven by its yet to mature nature.

Some philosophers hold that children cannot recognize the truth, maintaining
that children see being through senses that are in flux of maturity as per the flowing
of time and experience. Children articulate philosophical, or metaphysical questions
qua the performativity of wonder rooted in their selves. Other philosophers claim
that children cannot do philosophy, for they, but, ask questions on the spur of the
moment, afar from contemplation. And because (1) philosophy transcends the
frontiers of questions towards extrapolating answers for these questions, and (2)
since philosopher asks questions on his\her self, to train that self per questioning,
unlike children who ask questions before other adults, some hold that children
could not approach philosophy.

Whilst, others prove that children can philosophize, holding that once the adult
withstands wonder his\her apt to philosophize fades. As such, the quintessence of
philosophy is rooted in the very wonder the child shows.

2.

Karin Murris examines the ability of children to do philosophy, mapping, then, the
implications thereof on the way adults should do philosophy. Jean Piaget, however,
discerns life from the child’s lens, plotting the notion of consciousness of the
child. Muhammad ‘Illaiq contemplates on the symbolism of rationality, education,
and aesthetics, which, by virtue of their interrelation, provide the child with an
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